
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
________________________________________________________________________________

“Good, Good Father”
Matthew 7:7-11

Big Idea: God is a good, good Father who invites you to come to Him in life.

REMINDERS that God is good and that He is available to His children:
Remember that God expects you to come to Him in life (7-8).

Jesus gave His disciples three, simple commands: Ask, seek, and knock. These commands 
are not really about three, specific things to do; rather, these commands are stating the heart of one 
primary thing that God desires in the lives of His children, which is that they would come to Him in 
life! The heart of God is that His children would bring their requests to Him and that they would 
pursue and look to Him in their lives. At the root of these commands is the revelation of the 
relationship that God desires for and extends to His children. God’s not distant and remote, 
uninterested in what we need and what we’re looking for and struggling with in life. God is available 
to His children, and God not only desires but also expects that His children will come to Him! So 
remember that your good, good Father is available to you and that He expects you to come to Him in 
your life.
1. Look back at Matthew 6. How do these verses in Matthew 7 relate to Jesus’ teaching on prayer 

and His call to seek God for what we need in life?
2. Why does Jesus command His disciples to ask, to seek, and to knock? What do these 

commands imply about your heart towards and your dependence on God? Are you obeying this 
command of Jesus? If not, why not? Where do you struggle with this issue in your life? Why?

3. What does Jesus’ command tell you about God’s availability to His children? Why is this so 
amazing? Do you know someone who needs to hear this truth about God in their lives? Pray for 
them, and commit to share this truth about God with them this coming week.

Know that God promises to respond when you come to Him in life (7-8).
What Jesus also made clear to His disciples was that God promises to respond when His 

children come to Him in life. In Mt. 7:7-8, Jesus repeated the promise of response to make certain 
that His disciples understood that God would respond to true, faith-filled asking, seeking, and 
knocking. God’s response wasn’t just a possibility, it was a promise. For those who ask, they will 
receive. For those who seek, they will find. For those who knock, it will be opened. In other words, 
God will respond to His children when they come to Him in their lives. Certainly, God’s Word makes 
it clear that there are factors that impact God’s response, most importantly His Will in whatever is 
being asked (1 Jn. 5:14-15)! Other things that clearly impact God’s response is our motive in asking 
(Jas. 4:3) and our relationship with others (1 Pet. 3:7 & Mt. 5:23-24). However, the main point is 
clear. God is available to His children, and if you are a child of God, He will respond to you when you 
come to Him, always responding according to His Will and in a way that’s best for you.



1. How should this truth about God’s desire and promise to respond to His children impact your 
faith, your prayer life, and your witness for God in the world?

2. Do you struggle to believe that God always responds to His children? If so, why?
3. Thinking about the things that impact prayer, take time to read the following verses and to 

discuss the truths in these verses as well as any experience with these truths in your life:
a. 1 Jn. 5:14-15,
b. Jas. 4:3,
c. 1 Pet. 3:7, and
d. Mt. 5:23-24.

Trust that God is the giver of good in your life (9-11).
Jesus provided an illustration that revealed the basis of why God expects His children to 

come to Him and why God promises to respond to His children when they come to Him, which is that 
God is a good, good Father. In the illustration, Jesus pointed to the reality that even sinners know 
how to give good things to their children. In general, Jesus made the point that parents around the 
world attempt to give their children what is good for them and not what will harm them. In 
comparison, however, Jesus pointed out that it was only logical to conclude that God, who is perfect, 
would give good gifts to His children in a much greater way! The heart of these verses is that God is 
a good, good Father, and as a result, His children — those of us who follow Jesus — should be 
eager to come to Him in our lives because He is the giver of all good in life.
1. Isn’t the reality that Jesus revealed in these verses the real issue: Whether or not we really 

believe that God is good? Have you ever struggled with whether or not God is a giver of good in 
life? If so, when, and why?

2. If you encountered someone who wondered if God cared and if God was good, how could you 
share with them about this passage and your experience with God’s goodness and availability in 
your life?

3. How have you discovered in your life and through the lives of others that God is the giver of good 
in life? Share your testimony of God’s good gifts in your life. Make a list of God’s gifts in your 
group, and close your time together in prayer, thanking God for all of the good gifts that He’s 
given each of you.


